Prayer for Planning the Road Ahead in our Catholic Schools

INTRODUCTION

Good evening. As we begin this gathering of our School Councils and Parent Involvement Committee,
let us bring our activities and hopes before God — Source, Strength and promised Destination for all
who seek to live the Gospel with a sincere heart.

OPENING PRAYER

And let us pray: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Father of Light, it is You who gives us all that is good in the power of Your Holy Spirit, through Jesus
Christ, Your Son. We ask that You awaken in us Your Spirit’s gift of wisdom, that we might see,
understand and plan according to Your holy will for our Catholic board of education. We make this
prayer to you through this same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

And now, let us be attentive to the wisdom of God’s word.

READING

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans (Rom 8: 31b-39)

If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of
us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect?
It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at
the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in
all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

REFLECTION

It is good to know that Christ, who calls us to labour in the field of Catholic education, will never
abandon us. We can also take consolation in knowing that our share in the call to educate in the light
of the Catholic faith is the work of the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit who inspires, guides and strengthens
all who share in this blessed mission. The dynamic of our role, then, is one of discernment and
response: listening for the wisdom of the Spirit through the voices of stakeholders, students,
leadership and staff, and plotting a course that aligns our duties to the state with our share in the
Church’s evangelizing mission at this moment in history.

What an awesome and privileged role we are invited to play in the growth of God’s kingdom in the
hearts of our young people. We recognize that, “if the Lord does not build the house, then in vain do
the builders labour. (Ps 27, 1) And so, we cling to Christ — the way, the truth and the life; we strive to
build in the wisdom and strength of the Holy Spirit, to the glory of the Father.

Inspired by our rich heritage and challenged by the struggles of our past, we are an inclusive Catholic
educational community called to express our mission as Church, to pass on the Good News of Jesus
Christ, to make it relevant in the world today, and to be the hope for the future.
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PRAYER RESPONSE
You are the Vinegrower, O Lord - Christ the vine and we the branches. Grafted to his body at Baptism

and emboldened by the Holy Spirit, we ask for the strength to act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly
with You in all that we do for our Catholic schools. We unite this prayer and the intentions of our
hearts to the prayer of Jesus, using the words he gave us: Our Father...

CLOSING PRAYER

We thank you, Lord for calling us to be stewards of the vision that guides our share in the Church’s
mission to pass on the Good News of Jesus Christ. Pour out on us the wisdom and courage of Your
Spirit, that we might discern and confidently plan for our Catholic schools’ future in accordance with
your holy will. We make this prayer to You through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

And may Almighty God bless us: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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